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CONPIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 6311 

LIMDIS 

POL IS BOMBAY'S 0989 RPTD YOU DTD APR 21, 09I3Z SIGNED 
COURTNEY 

QUOTE 

CONPIDENTIAL BOMBAY 0989 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, TECH, MNUC, IN 

SUBJ: TARAPUR OPERATIONS. 

REF: A) NEW DELHI 6142 B) NEW DELHI 6151 

1 . SETHNA SEEMS TO HAVE GIVEN THOMSON THE LINE HE OPTEN TAKES 
WITH POREIGN JOURNALISTS, SCHOLARS OR OTHERS WITH HOWM HE 
DEALS AT ARMS LENGTH. IN SUCH DISCUSSIONS SETHNA EMPHASIZES HIS 
DIPFICULTIES AND LEAVES THE IMPRESSION OP A GLOOMIER PROGNOSIS 
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THAN THE PACTS WARRANT. I HAVE TRIED ON MAY OCCASIONS TO CHECK 

HIS PROPESITY POR PORECASTING A CUT OPE IN U.S. SUPPLIES. HE 

OST A BET TO ME A YEAR AGO ON XSNM 845 AS A RESULT OP HIS PONDESS 

POR PREDICTING AN IMMINENT END OF UF 6 SUPPLIES. ON A HAPPIER 

NOTE CONTRARY TO WHAT HE TOLD THOMSON, JUST LAST WEEK HE TOLD DCM 

BLOOD AND FSO THIBAULT THAT HE EXPECTED TO GET XSNM 1060 BUT 

BEYOND THAT HE SAID HE WAS NOT AT ALL OPTIMISTIC. 
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2. I DON'T KNOW WHY HE WOULD SAY THAT TARAPUR WILL HAVE TO BE 
CLOSED DOWN IN A YEAR'S TIME UNLESS HE WAS REEERRING TO THE EUEL 
STORAGE PROBLEM RATHER THAN EUEL SUPPLY, THE CONTEXT IN WHICH 
THOMSON REPORTED HIS REMARKS. IT IS TRUE THAT WITHOUT PROMPT 
AND EEEECTIVE ACTION ON THE STORAGE PROBLEM ONE OE THE REACTORS 
AT TARAPUR WOULD HAVE TO BE SHUT DOWN EARLY NEXT YEAR. HOWEVER 
AS INDICATED IN BOMBAY'S 1793 OE lULY 28, 1977 THE ARRIVAL OE 

XSNM 845 PROVIDED ENOUGH EUEL TO EEED TAPS AT LEAST THROUGH 
MARCH 1980-TWO YEARS HENCE. SINCE TAPS HAS BEEN OPERATING WELL 
BELOW LULL POWER OUTPUT THE LAST SIX MONTHS THERE IS SUFEICIENT 
EUEL THERE EOR OPERATIONS AT LULL OUTPUT THROUGH JULY OF 1980. 

3. NEXT WEEK I WILL DO A PRECISE UPDATE OE ANALYSIS IN BOMBAY'S 
1793. 

4. I EIND THOMSON'S REPORT OP SETHNA'S VIEWS ON SAPEGUARDS 
DISTURBING EVEN THOUGH I AGREE WITH THOMSON'S IMPLICIT CONCLSION 
THAT SETHNA IS LEAVING THE DORR OPEN EOR CONTINUING COOPERATION 
WITH THE WEST IN THE NUCLEAR FIFED. I ALSO AGREE WITH THOMSON 
THAT SETHNA IN HIS CAPACITY AS GOVERNMENT OPFICIALS AND lAEC 
CHIRMAN WOULD NOT PERMIT POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS TO CAUSE 
HIM TO OBJECT TO SAPEGUARDS. SETHNA HAS ALWAYS BEEN CAREFULTO 
INSIST THAT POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS ON ALL NUCLEAR MATTERS ARE TAKEN 
IN NEW DELHI AND ARE OUTSIDE HIS PROVINCE. 
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5. INDISCUSSING SAPEGUARDS WITH OUTSIDERS SETHNA HAS OPTEN MADE 
SUCH STATEMENTAS AS "WE JUST DO NOT WANT THEM LOOKING OVER 
OUR SHOULDER" AND "I JUST DO NOT LIKE THEM." HOWEVER AS REPORTED 
BOMBAY'S 0929 ONLY A WEEK AGO IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT SETHNA DOES 
INRED BELIEVE THAT THE SAPEGUARD APPROACH WE ARE INSISTING 
UPON COULD SERIOUSLY EPPECT INDIA'S R AND D PROGRAM. IT SEEMS 

TO ME HAT SETHNA'S MESSAGE ON SAFEGUARDS IS THAT IN THE BEST 
OP ALL POSSIBLE WORLDS PULL-SCOPE SAPEGUARDS COULD BE APPLIED 
IN A WAY THAT WOULD OT HINDER HIS BREEDER PROGRAM BUT THAT WHEN 
VIEWD IN THE LIGHT OP THE BRITISH EFPORT TO EXTEND THE lAEC 
DEPINITION OP SAFEGUARDS AND PARTICULARLY IN THE LIGHT OF THE 
U.S. NON-PROLIPIERATION LEGISLATION SAPEGUARDS COULD VERY WELL 
SERIOUSLY IMPEDE INDIA'S NUCLEAR PROGRAM. DESPITE CONGEN'S 
EPPORTS TO KEEP MATTER IN PROPER PROSPECTIVE, NYE'S ARTICLE IN 
POREIGN APPAIRS HAS BEEN WIDELY CITED HERE AS A CLEAR INDICATION OF 
U.S.G. INTENTION TO DO WHAT IT CAN TO CHECK NATIONAL 
PRODUCTION OP PLUTONIUM, WHICH SETHNA REGARDS AS CENTRAL TO HIS 
BREEDER PROGRAM. 

UNQUOTE 

GOHEEN 
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